
 

 

Exford Parish Council 

                          Draft Minutes of Parish Council meeting 

 

Held on: 29th May 2018 at Exford Memorial Hall 7.30pm 

 
Attendance: Mike Ellicott, Kathryn Tucker, Joan Atkins, Derek Lloyd, Brian Martin, Judy Skinner, 

Cllr. Steven Pugsley, Cllr Frances Nicholson. Clerk: Jane Laycock.                    

Members of Public: Oliver Edwards, Michael Stanbury. 

 

Apologies for Absence: Jeremy Hickman, James Edwards. 

 

Declarations of Interest: None 

 

Minutes of Previous Meeting held on 27th March 2018. 

Minutes were signed off as a true record (proposed DL, seconded BM). 

 

Matters Arising  

Actions from minutes of meeting held on 27th March: 

1. Road Markings. Highways contacted. Road markings will be repainted this summer. 

2. SID Proposals. ME reported that he has a meeting arranged with Cutcombe PC to arrange to 

purchase a device on a shared basis between the 2 councils.  Training is being arranged. 

3. Village Litter Pick. ME reported a successful event with a very good turnout. He also thanked 

those parishioners and Councillors who litter pick on an ongoing basis. 

4. Play Equipment. See agenda item Play Area below. 

5. Affordable Housing Land. It is proving very difficult to acquire suitable land. ME asked that 

if any one is aware of possible land which may be available, to let him know. 

6. District Council Wards. Response sent to WSDC. SP confirmed that the Secretary of State 

has now signed the order for the merger of West Somerset and Taunton Deane Councils. The 

Boundary Commission will now begin work and we will be approached to submit a further 

response in due course. 

7. Raised Path. See agenda item Highways below. 

 

Highways 

Raised Path 

 FN reported that any Small Improvement Scheme funding would not be available until next 

financial year. DL mentioned that although there are wild flowers along the path at present, the 

safety of people who are presently having to walk along the road as the path is impassable, should 

be a priority. The bottom of the hedge bank also needs digging out. JA commented that she 

regularly picks up stones which have fallen out of the wall into the road. OE stated that the Parish 

Council could purchase a flail hedge trimmer but any contactor would need permission to work on 

the highways. FN confirmed that keeping the hedges trimmed back is the responsibility of the 

landowners however, keeping the footpath in a useable state is the responsibility of Highways. ME 

will speak to ENPA to see if they will put pressure on Highways and FN will contact Highways.  

Action 1. FN and ME to progress. 

Signposts  

DL reported: Chibbet Post-the new casting is still awaited before post can be completed. 

Hillhead Cross- DL approaching ENPA to find out what is happening with these posts. 

FN commented that huge credit should go to ENPA for getting this project off the ground. 
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Drains 

Still problems at Chibbet. OE agreed to liase with landowner (Chris Jones) to resolve. 

OE stated that the drains along the road from Chibbet towards the showground need resetting. FN 

agreed to follow up.  

Action 2. OE and FN to progress. 

 

Village Green/Play Area 

Village Green. 

KT reported that a dog was once again seen running loose on village green, despite the signs. 

Play Equipment. 

BM reported that the repair of the zip wire and swinging steps was carried out by Playdale on 14/15 

May. The plan was to replace the adjustment mechanism on the zip wire which had not been possible 

to adjust previously. However, this engineer managed to solve the problem and as a result did not 

need to fit the replacement. We are now due a refund of £433.84 (excl VAT). 

Action 3. Clerk to follow up refund from Playdale. 

 

QE II Field 

BM reported that the QEII Management Committee AGM was held on April 24th. The minutes have 

been published online. Annual accounts were presented and showed income of £1508.56 and 

expenditure of £1347.06. New balance carried forward is £526.03. On behalf of the committee, BM 

thanked Clerk, Jane Laycock for her continued excellent work.    

Paul Jones (Cricket Club) stated that the gang mower is old and needs constant attention. The 

preferred solution is a sit on mower which would cost up to £9000 incl. VAT and about £2000 more 

to get a wider version. As this work is done for the benefit of not only the Cricket Club but also the 

Youth Club and Croquet Club, it is hoped that a contribution can be made from the Youth Club (the 

Croquet Club has insufficient funds). BM put a request to the Council for a contribution towards the 

mower.  ME stated that he had spoken to the Cricket Club and as there will also be a requirement to 

fund the replacement shed, he suggested that perhaps the Council could purchase the materials for 

the shed rather than funding the mower. ME suggested to BM that the QEII Committee may wish to 

consider approaching the Council for this. This would be more of a long-term asset to the Parish 

Council. OE suggested that the Committee could look at the purchase of a robotic mower. 

Action 4. BM to progress with QEII Committee. 

James Winzer and Maddy Harrison-Hall are stepping down as the Youth Club representatives on the 

committee. BM thanked them both for their excellent, positive and cooperative contribution to the 

committee. Both have also stepped down as Youth Club Trustees, although James will continue as 

treasurer. They will be replaced on the QEII Committee by Cathy Nicholls and Lady Jenny Acland, 

who were founder QEII Committee members. 

The annual PAT testing for insurance purposes was carried out on May 9th by Hobbs Electrical. The 

fire extinguisher annual check was carried out on May 14th by AFS Fire & Security Ltd. 

BM also confirmed that the potholes at the end of the drive have been part filled by Will Lock. 

 

Finance 

The bank reconciliation for 29th May was produced showing current account funds available of 

£15161.77.  £7590.34 is held in reserves. The toilet block maintenance account is £11546.63. 

Outstanding cheques not yet debited total £650.69. List of cheques issued for payment 27/03/18-

28/05/18 produced.  

 

Planning 

KT reported: 

6/13/18/102 Workshop, Chapel Street, Exford. Proposed change of use from carpentry workshop 

(class 1C) to dwelling house (class C3) together with alterations and replacement extension.  

All Councillors present voted in favour of the application and were delighted to see a young couple 

who would live in the village and contribute to the local community and school. 
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KT also reported that she had been approached by parishioners regarding a mobile home which was 

being delivered to Westermill. There was concern that this could be a possible breach of planning. 

OE stated that this was replacement accommodation for seasonal workers which had been in use for 

over 30 years. A planning officer from ENPA had visited and confirmed that this was in order. ME 

stated that this was not a matter for the Parish Council and that any parishioner wishing to report a 

possible breach of planning should not contact Parish Councillors but approach ENPA direct with the 

information together with their full name and address.                                                                     

 

Clerk’s Report 

List of email correspondence received to date provided. 

Clerk mentioned that the email address for the Parish Council has now changed to: 

clerk@exfordparishcouncil.org which is also connected to our website. The previous email address is 

no longer operative. 

The Parish Council is awaiting confirmation as to whether we are subject to the new GDPR, however 

to ensure compliance, any parishioners who wish to receive a copy of the minutes and other 

information from the Parish Council should contact the Clerk at the new email address.                                                                      

 

Public Forum 

ME stated that we have had a quote from the builders of £350 to redo the oiling of the toilet block 

building and repaint the doors. However, to reduce costs ME has purchased the materials for £65 and 

Chris North has agreed to do the work and invoice the Council. We have also had an email regarding 

difficulty using the tap in the disabled toilet. ME confirmed that this has been checked and is 

working fine. Clerk will reply to the email. 

A letter has been received from the Parish Hall Committee requesting a contribution towards the cost 

of the recently installed new boiler. Councillors unanimously agreed a donation of £500. 

Action 5. Clerk to action. 

The holly tree on the village triangle needs splinting. 

Action 6. ME to speak to Tim Greenland. 

OE (on behalf of James Edwards) raised the point that any planning responses made by the Parish 

Council are in the public domain and should be a correct representation. ME assured him that the 

issue concerned had now been rectified and training has been arranged to ensure that there would be 

no repeat of this incidence. 

 The sheds at the Sweetlands property are very dilapidated and in danger of falling into the road. 

Action 7. Clerk to write to Sweetlands expressing the Councils’ concern. 

 

Meeting closed 8.45 pm.                                                  

 

ACTION POINT SUMMARY 

1. Raised Path. FN and ME to progress. 

2. Drains. OE and FN to progress. 

3. Playdale. Clerk to follow up for refund. 

4. QEII Field. BM to follow up with committee re: shed and mower. 

5. Parish Hall Donation. Clerk to action. 

6. Holly Tree. ME to speak to Tim Greenland. 

7. Sweetlands Property. Clerk to write. 

 

 

Next meeting will be held on Tuesday 24th July 2018 at Exford Memorial Hall 7.30pm. 

 

FURTHER COPIES OF THESE MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE TO VIEW AT EXMOOR 

STORES AND ONLINE AT www.exfordparishcouncil.org 
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