
 

 

Exford Parish Council 

                         Draft Minutes of Parish Council meeting 

 

Held on: 24th July 2018 at Exford Memorial Hall 7.30pm 

 
Attendance: Mike Ellicott, Kathryn Tucker, Joan Atkins, Jeremy Hickman, Derek Lloyd, Brian 

Martin, Judy Skinner.  Clerk: Jane Laycock.                    

Members of Public: James Edwards. 

Apologies for Absence: Cllr Frances Nicholson, Cllr Steven Pugsley, Oliver Edwards. 

 

Declarations of Interest: None 

 

Minutes of Previous Meeting held on 29th May 2018. 

Minutes were signed off as a true record (proposed DL, seconded BM). 

 

Matters Arising  

Actions from minutes of meeting held on 29th May: 

1. Raised Path. ME reported that he has spoken to Highways on several occasions whilst they 

have been in the village. Cutting the path is on their future list of work but they are unable to 

do this until instructed. They will also only do 2 cuts. ME has spoken to Kevin Westcott who 

is willing to cut back the vegetation with his tractor and hedge trimmer shortly. JA 

commented that the present condition of the path is a danger to the public. ME confirmed that 

keeping the hedges cut back is the responsibility of the landowner. JH suggested that we write 

to the landowner advising that the PC is arranging to have the work done and suggesting that 

a contribution would be acceptable. Agreed unanimously. Action 1. Clerk to write. 

Clerk reported that an email has been received from SCC confirming that FN’s application 

for funding under the Small Improvements Scheme has progressed to the next ‘gateway’ 

stage. Although there are still no guarantees that this funding will come to fruition, the project 

manager for the Area Highways Team has requested confirmation that the PC still wishes to 

take the scheme forward. Agreed unanimously.  Action 2. Clerk to confirm. 

2. Drains. ME reported that work has commenced at White Post Cross. Also, Oliver Edwards is 

going into the field at Chibbet with the landowner’s permission, to dig out the problem area. 

It will then be the responsibility of Highways to clear the drain. Clerk read out an email from 

FN confirming that she has raised the issue of the drains on Room Hill and gully near 

Hillhead Cross and offering to follow up if necessary. 

3. Playdale. Clerk reported that Playdale have finally submitted an invoice for the maintenance 

work which was done in March this year. A credit has been offset against this invoice for the 

replacement zip wire mechanism which was not required. The net amount owing to Playdale 

has now been reduced to £607.26 (£506.05 net of VAT) which has been paid. 

4. QEII Field. BM reported that the issue will be discussed fully at the next QEII meeting. 

5. Parish Hall Donation. Actioned. 

6. Holly Tree. ME reported that he has not yet been able to speak with Tim Greenland regarding 

splinting the tree. Action 3. ME to follow up. 

7. Sweetlands Property. Clerk reported that an email has been received from Sweetland & Co 

advising that this has been passed onto Messrs. Sweetland who are responsible for the 

property. No response has been received despite further emails. JA suggested she may be able 

to obtain contact details. Action 4. Clerk to follow up 
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Highways 

Following the AGM, JH was unanimously re-elected as Highways Officer. 

JH reported that the contractors had been unable to confirm when the village was last swept. The 

next sweep will be on Wednesday 1st August. JH asked that councillors help with requesting people 

to move their vehicles to enable an effective sweep to take place. 

The white lines in the village centre have now been repainted and it was agreed that this looks a 

good quality job. ME confirmed that he had thanked Highways at the last panel meeting. DL 

commented that the markings at the bottom of Coombe Lane were missed. JH will email Jo Sharp 

to ask why this was not on the list of work. 

ME commented that vehicles, including the refuse vehicle, are still ignoring the one-way section. 

JH stated that he has been attempting to contact the Minehead depot to find out when all the marked 

defects on the roads in the village are going to be repaired. 

A replacement HGV sign for the Highermill Farm Lane junction is on order. 

JH commented that parked vehicles on White Horse Bridge are still causing problems. ME stated 

that as Highways will not put yellow lines there, there is little we can do. 

  Signposts  

  DL reported that all the Exford fingerposts have been done to as high a standard as possible. There    

is a problem with the Porlock Post and Hillhead Cross posts due to damage from Highland cattle. DL 

confirmed that Jeremy Davies has done an excellent job. ME suggested that we ask him to redo the 

village triangle signpost. Action 5. Clerk to follow up. 

JH queried why a new casting was made for the Chibbet post rather than reusing the one which was 

found. ME stated that this had already been ordered and was now in place. 

 

Village Green/Play Area 

Village Green. 

ME confirmed that the first registration of the village green at HMLR has now been completed. 

The tea rooms would like the tree on the White Horse land to be cut back. ME confirmed that he has 

advised that this matter is between the White Horse and Exford Bridge Tea Rooms as it has no 

impact on the PC land. 

Peter and Linda Hendrie are proposing to redo the wall around their property which adjoins the 

village green. It was agreed that the PC has no objection. 

ME stated that the PC’s solicitors, Slee Blackwell, have advised that the PC should consider granting 

a licence to the current owners of the tea rooms to clarify the legal access situation. Although there is 

a right of public access across the village green, this is not for business purposes. After discussion, 

councillors agreed unanimously with BM’s proposal that a licence should be granted. This should be 

subject to a 3 month notice period, be non-transferable and subject to confirmation that the tea rooms 

public liability insurance covers the public access to their business. 

Solicitors fees should be covered by the tea rooms. Action 6. ME to contact tea rooms and progress. 

ME confirmed that the new hardcore on the village green entrance needs topping up and he has asked 

Steven Atkins to do this. The entrance now looks much improved. 

Play Area 

BM reported that the next annual inspection of the play equipment is due in September. 

 

QE II Field 

BM reported that a start has been made on the planning application for a wooden structure to enclose 

the shipping container. Following the next QEII Committee meeting this will then be brought to the 

next PC meeting for discussion and submitted in the Clerk’s name. 

 

Finance 

The bank reconciliation for 24th July was produced showing current account funds available of 

£14233.59.  £7591.29 is held in reserves. The toilet block maintenance account is £11546.63. 

Outstanding cheques not yet debited total £821.64. List of cheques issued for payment 29/05/18-

23/07/18 produced.  
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Planning 

KT reported on the following applications: 

 26th June 2018 

6/13/18/102 Workshop, Chapel Street, Exford. Proposed change of use from carpentry workshop 

(class B1c) to dwelling house (class3) together with alterations and replacement extension. As per 

additional information dated 18/06/18. EPC are of the same opinion as before and fully support the 

planning application. 

16th July 2018 

6/13/18/102 Workshop, Chapel Street, Exford. ENP notification: Due to issues regarding this 

planning application, ENP consulted their solicitors and were advised to address as ‘Departure from 

Planning Policy’. 

Planning meeting held on 16th July 2018 

6/13/18/103 Tally Ho Back, Downscombe, Exford. Proposed variation of Condition 2 (The 

development hereby permitted shall not be carried out except in complete accordance with the details 

shown on the submitted plans date stamped 9th September 2015) of approved application 6/13/15/110 

to regularise building not being built in accordance with previously approved application.  

Comments: EPC are disappointed the applicant has not kept to the original plans and agree with 

some of the neighbour’s response. We also believe that it is not on the footprint of the original 

building. However, having considered in some depth the low impact of the changes and the quality of 

the build, EPC have decided on a neutral position. 

 

JE queried why his application 6/13/18/102 had been referred to the full planning committee. ME 

confirmed that as the change of use application deviates from the new ENPA Exmoor Plan the 

decision can only be made by a full committee meeting. 

KT read out a letter which has been received from the landowner regarding the PC’s response to 

application 6/13/18/103. Following a discussion, it was agreed that no further action would be taken. 

 

Clerk’s Report 

List of email correspondence received to date provided. 

 

Public Forum 

ME commented on the recent Boundary Commission proposals regarding the proposed changes to 

the District Council wards. The recommendation that the PC agreed to support at the March 2018 

meeting has been accepted. This means that the hill parishes will be kept together as one Exmoor 

ward. However, the new Somerset West and Taunton Deane Council will have 59 councillors, of 

which only 18 will represent the Somerset West area. The public consultation closes on 27th August 

2018. 

Clerk stated that BM and JL will be attending a GDPR training session at SALC on 25th July. ME 

suggested that a further notice is put in Across Exmoor to remind parishioners that they need to opt 

in to be maintained on the PC database. Action 7. Clerk to put in next issue. 

ME reported that he has received a request that the PC contributes £50 annually to Across Exmoor to 

help towards the production costs. Three out of the seven Parish Councils have already agreed to this. 

The existing funding arrangements are not quite sufficient, despite attempts to increase advertising. 

£50 contribution agreed unanimously. Action 8. Clerk to action. 

JS has spoken to Penny Hogg regarding the possibility of a plaque to commemorate the tree which 

she planted at Chibbet Post to mark the millennium. Penny would be happy with a large quartz-type 

stone if possible. Councillors agreed to progress this. 

ME confirmed that the grass triangle around the holly tree will be maintained by The Crown in 

future. Councillors wished to officially record their thanks to Michael Steer who maintained this for 

many years and also to Andy Boyles who has been mowing it recently. 

JH mentioned the need for a salt bag on the triangle at Court. Action 9. Clerk to forward information 

from WSDC to JH when received. 

KT reported that both the headteacher and infant teacher left Exford School at the end of term. New 

teachers have been appointed for September. 
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Meeting closed 8.35 pm.                                                  

                                                                        

 

ACTION POINT SUMMARY 

1. Raised Path. Clerk to write to landowner. 

2. Small Improvements Scheme.  Clerk to confirm to SCC. 
3. Holly Tree. ME to follow up. 

4. Sweetlands Property. Clerk to follow up. 

5. Village Signpost. Clerk to follow up. 

6. Village Green Licence. ME to progress. 

7. Data Protection. Clerk to put in Across Exmoor. 

8. Across Exmoor Donation. Clerk to action. 

9. Salt Bag. Clerk to forward information to JH when received. 

 

Next meeting will be held on Tuesday 25th September 2018 at Exford Memorial Hall 7.30pm. 

 

FURTHER COPIES OF THESE MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE TO VIEW AT EXMOOR 

STORES AND ONLINE AT www.exfordparishcouncil.org 
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