
 

 

Exford Parish Council 

                         Draft Minutes of Parish Council meeting 

 

Held on: 25th September 2018 at Exford Memorial Hall 7.30pm 

 
Attendance: Mike Ellicott, Jeremy Hickman, Derek Lloyd, Brian Martin, Judy Skinner, Cllr Frances 

Nicholson, Cllr Steven Pugsley.  Clerk: Jane Laycock.  
                   

Members of Public: Oliver Edwards, Tim Greenland, Chris Kirby, Diana Kirby, Beryl Wrapson. 

 

Apologies for Absence: Kathryn Tucker, Joan Atkins. 

 

Declarations of Interest: None 

 

Minutes of Previous Meeting held on 24th July 2018. 

Minutes were signed off as a true record (proposed BM, seconded DL). 

 

Matters Arising  

Actions from minutes of meeting held on 24th July: 

1. Raised Path. ME reported that he had spoken to the landowner who confirmed that he is not 

permitted to cut back hedgerows until 1st September. This does not apply to outside 

contractors and is an anomaly. Kevin Westcott has now cut back the hedge on behalf of the 

village and has declined payment for this.  Action 1. Clerk to write letter of thanks. 

JS stated that the absence of regular maintenance has created a bigger problem. DL 

commented that if the hedge was cut back to a lower level, maintenance would be easier. 

OE stated that the path is an essential issue for our tourists. ME stated that he is concerned 

that this is a hazard beyond our control however the whole project would be too much for the 

PC to take on unless there was help from volunteers however he will speak to contractors to 

get an estimate of likely costs involved in digging out the path. Action 2. ME to follow up. 

2. Small Improvement Scheme. FN confirmed that this is still progressing however she was 

unsure of the timescale as this is dependent on the availability of funding. 

3. Holly Tree. TG recommended that no action is taken at this time. 

4. Sweetlands Property. Landowner has been written to indicating our concerns with no 

response. JS commented that this issue has been ongoing for a number of years. 

5. Village Signpost. Work has now started on this. Jeremy Davies is trying a new way of 

applying the black paint and also of sealing in the joints where the rust is re-emerging. 

6. Village Green Licence. ME has not yet been able to arrange a meeting with the tea rooms.  

BM queried the fee basis. ME confirmed that it is likely to be a nominal annual fee. The 

granting of a licence would clarify the legal position. BM will also attend the meeting. 

Action 3. ME to progress. 

7. Data Protection. Clerk reported that BM and JL attended the SALC course recently and data 

protection consent forms are now available for completion by parishioners who wish to have 

their contact details held on the PC website. A notice has been placed in Across Exmoor. 

8. Across Exmoor Donation. To be actioned. 
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9. Salt Bags. JH reported that he recently attended a meeting and confirmed SCC will no longer 

be putting out salt bags and there is also a severe restriction on the precautionary salting 

network this year due to budget restrictions. It was commented that Exmoor is proportionally 

more affected by this than many other areas. JH has been able to obtain a quote of £75-£80 

per dumpy bag to be supplied and refilled over this winter. FN thanked JH for his work on 

this and stated that the position is not clear yet. SCC intend to put a map online showing the 

existing locations of the bags. SP suggested that when the situation is clarified he will arrange 

a meeting of the Exmoor parishes to agree a way forward. He expects this to be within the 

next 2/3 weeks. 

                                                                     

Highways 

JH reported that an incomplete sweep of the village was done by Veolia last time and they came 

back on 25th September to complete it. He has taken this up with Julie Lynch. The next sweep is 

due week commencing 8th October. The drains by Chibbet Post have now been done by OE who 

dug out a trench and cleared the manholes with help from Jack Hunter. ME thanked him on behalf 

of the PC. ME stated that SCC have done a good job on the section of road towards Newlands. OE 

commented that the manhole covers could be kept clear of leaves by people on a self-help basis. 

 

Village Green/Play Area 

 BM reported that the annual safety inspection of the play equipment has been scheduled by Playdale 

in the week commencing 6th November. 

 

QE II Field 

It was agreed that progress on the planning application for the wooden structure to enclose the 

shipping container would be discussed under ‘Planning’. 

 

Finance 

The bank reconciliation for 25th September was produced showing current account funds available of 

£11669.74.  £7591.29 is held in reserves. The toilet block maintenance account is £11366.96. 

Outstanding cheques not yet debited total £320.68. List of cheques issued for payment 24/07/18-

24/09/18 produced.  

ME commented that the PC has had to spend £170 (net) to replace the disabled toilet door on the 

toilet block which had warped. The new door is a composite material and more user-friendly door 

catches and handles have been fitted. The toilet block has also been treated with oil. 

                                                                             

Planning 

Report provided by KT on the following applications and decisions: 

Applications 

6/13/18/104 Stockleigh Lodge Exford. Proposed change of use from guest house to residential 

dwelling. All councillors present supported the application. ENPA approved 05/09/18. 

For notification only: 6/13/18/101 Westermill Farm Exford. Lawful Development Certificate for the 

existing seasonal use of agricultural field for camping and caravans (April-Sept). As per additional 

information dated 07/03/18 and 14/04/18. 

Decisions 

6/13/18/103 Tally Ho Back Exford. Proposed variation of Condition 2 of approved application 

6/13/15/110 to regularize building not being built in accordance with previously approved 

application. (Alteration/Lift Condition). ENPA approved 14/08/18. NB 5. The development hereby 

permitted shall be used only for the private stabling of equines. For the avoidance of doubt the 

stables shall not be used for any commercial purposes and shall not be for livery or let, sold or 

otherwise disposed of separately from the land included within the blue outline. 
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6/13/18/102 Workshop Chapel Street Exford. Proposed change of use from carpentry workshop 

(Class B1c) to dwelling house (class C3) together with alterations and replacement extension. As per 

additional information dated 18/6/18 and 16/7/18. ENPA approved 05/09/18.  

OE commented that although James Edwards was very grateful for the planning approval which will 

enable him and his family to live in the village, the cost (approx. £12000) of obtaining this was a 

major problem for a young couple. SP asked for details in order that he could take this back to 

officers, however he confirmed that this had not been a straightforward case which tends to increase 

costs.                                                                   

QEII Field 

BM reported that the first draft of the planning application for the wooden structure to enclose the 

shipping container located in the NE corner of the field has been completed. The details are 

unchanged from those presented at the PC meeting on 23/01/18. BM summarized the proposal, 

reminding everyone that the container has permission to be in place until 29/10/19. It is a secure 

place for Cricket Club equipment. Planning permission is to be sought for the container to stay in 

place and be enclosed in a structure sympathetic to the surroundings. The QEII Committee has 

suggested moving the container 1 metre to the west to give more clearance from the hedgerow, then 

build a wooden structure over the container with additional storage space created on the east side. 

The aim is that the existing roof height is not increased significantly, if at all. 

TG, who owns the adjacent land, together with the hedge and the lane to his house, commented that 

moving the container might take light from his plant nursery building. He suggested that the hedge 

could be cut back to make sufficient room. Discussion followed regarding the position of the extra 

storage space and the direction of slope of the roof. BM responded that he was very open to 

accommodating TG’s suggestions and proposed a site meeting with TG and QEII Committee 

representatives. Councillors present agreed they would support whatever changes are agreed at the 

site meeting and it does not need to be brought back to the PC. 

Action 4. BM to arrange site meeting on the QEII Field. 

 

Clerk’s Report 

List of email correspondence received to date provided. 

DL queried when the new waste arrangements, to include more plastics and tetrapaks, will start.  

SP confirmed that this is not likely to be until 2020. OE raised problems in getting Somerset Waste to 

collect campsite waste from Westermill. 

 

Public Forum 

CK raised a concern relating to the planning process. He stated that he did not have a problem with 

the building of the new shed adjacent to his property however the siting of this is the issue which is 

causing an adverse effect on his property.  A PC planning meeting was called which was 

subsequently declared null and void due to ineligible participants being there.  The proposal therefore 

went to ENPA with no input from the PC despite discussions having taken place. ENPA planning 

department advised CK that any changes in the planning proposal would be referred back and 

suggestions were made regarding changing the angle of the building and screening. However, 

permission was granted without any further comment or referral and CK and DK feel ‘stonewalled’ 

by the authorities and are concerned that this could happen again to other applicants. ME stated that 

he can only discuss the planning process, not any individual case. He confirmed that the PC meeting 

was held according to the statutory rules however the presence of the applicant’s wife who is also a 

councillor meant that no decision or comment could be made. As the PC meeting was null and void, 

no record was made of the issues discussed.  It was queried whether a further initial meeting should 

have been held. ME stated that there was insufficient time however the PC were not consulted on any 

revised plans. SP commented that the ENPA approval was by officer delegation, not full committee. 

He will approach ENPA to find out about any revision to plans and whether any screening provisions 

were considered and to address as many of the concerns as possible.  BW commented that the siting 

of the shed has also had a considerable effect on her property.                                                    
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Meeting closed 8.55 pm.                                                  

                                                                                                                             

 

 

ACTION POINT SUMMARY 

 

1. Raised Path. Clerk to send letter of thanks. 

2. Raised Path. ME to follow up on likely costs. 

3. Village Green Licence. ME to progress. 

4. QEII Field. BM to arrange site meeting. 

 

Next meeting will be held on Tuesday 27th November 2018 at Exford Memorial Hall 7.30pm. 

 

FURTHER COPIES OF THESE MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE TO VIEW AT EXMOOR 

STORES AND ONLINE AT www.exfordparishcouncil.org 
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