
 

 

 

 

Exford Parish Council 

                           Draft Minutes of Parish Council meeting 

 

Held on: 27th November 2018 at Exford Memorial Hall 7.30pm 

 
Attendance: Mike Ellicott, Kathryn Tucker, Jeremy Hickman, Derek Lloyd, Brian Martin, Judy 

Skinner, Cllr Frances Nicholson (left meeting at 8.10pm), Cllr Steven Pugsley (from 8.20pm). 

 Clerk: Jane Laycock.  
                   

Members of Public: None. 

 

Apologies for Absence: Joan Atkins. 

 

Declarations of Interest: None 

 

Minutes of Previous Meeting held on 25th September 2018. 

Minutes were signed off as a true record (proposed DL, seconded BM). 

 

Matters Arising  

Actions from minutes of meeting held on 25th September: 

1. Raised Path. Letter of thanks sent. 

2. Work on Raised Path. ME stated that this task would not be as easy as first thought as it would 

probably have to be dug out manually. Difficult to find someone willing to undertake this. A 

team of volunteers was suggested although BM queried whether they would be covered for 

working on the highway. FN suggested probably not. Also, the stonework is already in a poor 

condition and could be further damaged. ME will keep this issue active. 

3. Village Green Licence. Letter received from Exford Bridge Tea Rooms querying this. 

Action 1. ME and BM to arrange meeting with them to discuss. 

4. QEII Field. See agenda item below. 

 

Highways 

JH reported that he has been chasing Veolia as the village sweep due on 8th November did not occur 

and there has not been a full sweep since the summer. Debris is piling up. JH will continue to 

escalate with Veolia and if no response within 10 days Clerk will write on behalf of the PC. 

SP also agreed to raise with Brenda Maitland Walker. 

Drains: JH confirmed that the drains at Chibbet Post and between Chibbet and White Cross are now 

working well but blocked drains along B3224 by Higher Riscombe are causing flooding and danger 

to road users. This has been going on for several years. FN stated that this is because the drains 

along this section were built in 1920’s as ‘half drains’. ME asked FN to raise urgently with 

Highways. Action 2. FN to raise with Highways and report back. 

DL stated that the drains under the road at Downscombe are still blocking up despite his efforts to 

keep them clear. 

Winter Salting: ME stated that he was pleased that SCC have agreed to reinstate some of the routes 

originally cut from the pre-salting network. FN confirmed that this year SCC are refilling roadside 

salt bins/bags using funding received from central government. However, parishes are likely to have 

to fund their own salt requirements for winter 2019. No clear costing for this has yet been received 

from SCC. FN stated that most parishes are putting an extra £500-£700 into their precept budget 

towards this.  No information has yet been received as to the provision of small salt bags this year. 
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Exford Bridge: JH mentioned the continuing build up of debris under Exford Bridge which is 

restricting the river flow. FN advised that the most effective work is through the West Somerset 

Flood Group however she will also take this up with SCC on our behalf. Action 3. FN to progress. 

Exmoor Beast Cycle Event: DL has been in contact with the organisers following concerns 

regarding the location of the feed station this year. He has suggested that the village car park would 

be more suitable and requested that we are advised and involved in future event planning. 

Action 4. Clerk to write to organisers and contact Wootten Courtney PC (who are also affected). 

DL mentioned the traffic caused by the cycle event held at Westermill and stated that it would be 

helpful if we could be warned in advance next time. 

JH also mentioned the red markers which have appeared on signposts and trees across the moor and 

also further across the south west. JH and FN are speaking to ENPA regarding this. 

 

Village Green/Play Area 

BM reported that the annual safety inspection of the play equipment was made by Playdale on 3rd 

November. In summary, anything that needs attention is deemed low risk and BM has also queried 

some items. The costing of £1260.45 covers a new ramp and a replacement metal cored rope for the 

Multi-Play (Junior), re-tensioning of chains on the Climbing Frame, Tram Track and Burma Bridge 

and replacing split link assemblies, some coach bolts and plastic caps and washers plus delivery and 

labour. BM confirmed that nearly all this is for the ‘old’ equipment which has been in place since 

1999. JH asked if we could do any of the repairs ourselves to cut costs. BM responded that he is 

happy to meet with JH at the play area to review the proposed work, but commented that the main 

part of the cost is the replacement ramp which is a Playdale product. Following his meeting, BM will 

put a proposal to councillors by email so that an order can be made as soon as possible. 

DL has removed, pressure washed and repaired the bench outside the village hall. This should now 

be satisfactory for a while. ME thanked him and will look at this to confirm. DL estimates a cost of 

£250-£300 for a replacement (low maintenance) bench if required. 

  

 

QE II Field 

BM reported progress on the planning application to enclose the shipping container in a wood clad 

structure. On 16th October, BM met on site with Paul Jones and Will Lock from the Cricket Club and 

Tim Greenland who owns adjacent land to the north and east. The exact position that the container 

should move to and the size of the enclosing structure were agreed. The planning application was 

registered by ENPA on 23rd November following some clarifications and additions, including a 

written statement of support for the proposal from Fields in Trust. The application firstly requests 

that the shipping container is allowed to stay in place, as it is due to be removed on November 2019. 

Secondly, we are requesting that it is moved slightly and finally that it is enclosed in a steel frame, 

wood clad structure which is extended on the western side for additional storage of Cricket Club 

equipment. 

The QEII Pavilion electricity contract is due for renewal on 31st December. Clerk reported that 

EDF’s initial ‘best offer’ price of 19.47p/unit has now been reduced to 15.87p/unit (daily standing 

charge remaining same as at present), fixed to 31st March 2020. This is still an increase on the 

present 13.26p/unit rate, however we are a very low user. Proposed BM, seconded ME. 

Action 5.  Clerk to put in place. 

 

Finance 

The bank reconciliation for 27th November was produced showing current account funds available of 

£13099.83.  £8592.23 is held in reserves. The toilet block maintenance account is £12757.64. The 

balances include the final precept payment for 2018/19 and the VAT refund. Outstanding cheques 

not yet debited total £117. List of cheques issued for payment 25/09/18-26/11/18 produced.  
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2019/20 Budget Proposals  

The budget estimate for 2019/20 was presented. The PC continues its efforts to minimize and absorb 

the effects of continuing increases in costs despite the ongoing reductions in financial support for 

maintenance at County and District level. However, the need to purchase salt for next winter will 

increase our maintenance costs by a further minimum of £500. After discussion it was agreed to 

increase the precept by £500 towards the impact of this. Councillors unanimously agreed the budget 

and proposed precept of £11600 (increase of 4.5%). 

Action 6. Clerk to confirm precept to TDBC and put article in Across Exmoor. 

                                                                             

Planning 

Report provided by KT on the following applications and decisions: 

6/13/18/101 Westermill Farm, Exford. Amended Plans Notification. Lawful Development Certificate 

for the existing seasonal use of fields for camping and caravanning (April to September). Amended 

description. As per essential information and amended plan. 

Planning Meeting 1st October 2018 

6/14/18/105 Land West of Larkbarrow Corner, Exford. Proposed change of use of agricultural land. 

To site one shepherd’s hut for private leisure use (retrospective). Having viewed the plans the 

councillors present wished to ask why this was brought to their attention as it was thought that 

permission was not required for a movable structure. Joe White, ENPA, commented (04/10/18) that 

the application represents a material change of use of land from agriculture to private leisure or 

residential use which requires planning permission under the Planning Act. There are permitted 

development rights that may allow some limited periods of change of use on open land but these are 

limited to a maximum of 28 days per year. 

6/13/18/104 Westermill Farm, Exford (Retrospective). Proposed extension to verandah on chalet. 

All councillors present were in favour of the application. The verandah appeared to be well screened 

and was a worthwhile addition to the chalet. Approved 01/11/18. 

Decisions 

6/13/17/112 Asholt Barton, Exford. Proposed conversion of existing agricultural barn to an extended 

family dwelling. Approved 29/10/18. 

 

For Notification Only (25 October 2018) 

6/40/18/115 South Higher Combe, Exford (Winsford Parish). Surfacing of track with tarmac. 

For Notification Only (26 November 2018) 

6/13/18/106 QEII Playing Fields, Church Hill, Exford. Proposed erection of wood clad building to 

enclose relocated existing steel shipping container. 

 

Clerk’s Report 

List of email correspondence received to date provided. 

 

Public Forum 

KT reported that Exford School has a new head and 7 new children have started this term. The Little 

Berries Nursery is also doing well which is very positive. BM confirmed that the school details have 

been updated on the PC website. 

ME confirmed that following his recent house move he is still contactable on his existing email 

address. 

JH commented on the recent tree which fell at Stone and asked that the remaining ones are inspected. 

ME confirmed that an inspection has been made and at least one will be removed. 

JH mentioned the potential for the village green to be equipped for night air ambulance landings. At 

the time of this being raised last year, Somerset Air Ambulance were not doing night time landings. 

JH agreed to recontact them as it was agreed this would be beneficial for the village. 

KT reminded people to respond the recent National Park emailed survey. 

 

 

Meeting closed 9.10 pm.                                                  

                                                                         3.                                                    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTION POINT SUMMARY 

 

1. Village Green Licence. ME and BM to arrange meeting with Exford Bridge Tearooms. 

2. Drains on B3224 near Higher Riscombe. FN to raise with Highways and report back. 

3. Exford Bridge. FN to progress. 

4. Exmoor Beast Event. Clerk to write to organisers and contact Wootten Courtney PC. 

5. QEII Electricity Tariff. Clerk to put in place. 

6. Budget Proposals. Clerk to confirm precept to TDBC and put article in Across Exmoor. 

 

 

Next meeting will be held on Tuesday 23rd January 2019 at Exford Memorial Hall 7.30pm. 

 

 

FURTHER COPIES OF THESE MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE TO VIEW AT EXMOOR 

STORES AND ONLINE AT www.exfordparishcouncil.org 
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