Exford
The Heart of Exmoor

Minutes of the Parish Meeting of Exford Parish Council held on 27t May 2025 in Exford Memorial

Hall at 19.30.

In attendance: Mike Ellicott (Chair), Jeremy Hickman, Simon Brown, Kathryn Tucker, Joan Atkins,

Oliver Edwards, Serena Colwill, Sian Tedstone (Clerk)

The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting.

Item 1: Apologies:

Mrs Nicholson: Mr Pugsley will be late as he is attending Cutcombe meeting

ACTION

Item 2: Declarations of Interest

None advised.

Item 3: To approve the Minutes of the previous Council Meeting and
address any outstanding actions

The minutes from the previous meeting were circulated and duly approved.

Mr Ellicott noted that the meeting regarding the memorial hall had been
delayed due to the sad passing of Mrs North. The Parish Council noted their
condolences, and Mr Edwards was asked to represent the PC at Mrs North’s
funeral as Mr Ellicott was away.

Mr Hickman advised the SIID pole should be moved in the next few days.

Mr Ellicott is trying to obtain electricians quotes of the work at the Memorial
Hall.

It was noted that the potholes along the Edgcott road had been patched but
very badly and so substantial work still needs to be undertaken. No notice
was given of the road closure which resulted in some inconveniences.

Mr Hickman has noted the presence of some rubber in the new surface on
Church Hill and has raised this with Somerset Highways.

Item 4: To receive updates from Somerset Councillors
Mr Pugsley had arrived a little late for the meeting.

He advised that portals were being left open on recycle vehicles and this was
resulting in rubbish escaping on to the roads. Please can everyone report
where they see this happening as it will help this to change.

Edgcott potholes have been raised at the LCN meetings. Mr Edwards will
attend the next one.
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ENPA are involved in a consultation process which will change the way they
operate drastically. There will end up being only one consultation meeting per
year.

Item 5: To consider Highways matters and any actions required

Mr Hickman advised that the road sweeper had come but did not provide
notice beforehand. The next provisional date is 7" June.

New batteries have been purchased for the SIID at a cost of £307.46.

It was recommended to download the data from the SIID and send it to the
police.

Mrs Atkins noted that a parishioner had asked her to find out about a blue car
parked in the layby near the river entrance as it has been there for some time.
Mr Hickman will follow this up. There is also a grey car and trailer in the
village car park which has been there for a while. Mr Ellicott will follow up.

The village green mowing situation was discussed, and Councillors asked the
clerk to find out about the possibility of a remote mower. Whilst it was noted
this would not cover the verges and strimming it may be helpful for the main
part of the green, subject to electricity being available. If we can find a
possible solution a demo might be the first step.

Item 6: Finance

The Clerk noted the figures as discussed at the annual meeting.

Item 7: QEIl Field

Mr Brown advised the AGM was held on 12 May. The current committee are
staying on.

Fire safety checks completed and PAT test in June.

Dog mess still seems to be an issue, and it was suggested that a message be
posted on the village FB page. The frequency with which it happens does
indicate this is a local person and it does spoil it for the users, many of whom
are young.

Item 8: Village Green update

Mr Ellicott noted all is fine with the green, although some people are still
walking dogs on it. Mr Edwards offered to cut the grass before the flower
show so that it looks nice on the day.

Item 9: Disaster Planning
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Mrs Colwill has applied for a First Aid grant from Somerset Prepared and not
vet had a reply.

The Emergency Contact form is to be sent out — Mrs Colwill will print it out
and all councillors will help to distribute to households.

Item 10: Exford Memorial Hall / Promoting Exford

Mrs Colwill believes there is scope to promote the village better to increase
footfall and asked Councillors for their views. After some discussion it was
suggested that the PC endeavour to hold a meeting with local businesses to
discuss options. The clerk was asked to draft a letter for Mrs Colwill to
consider.

Due to decreased tourism there is a need to find a way to promote the village.

Item 11: Planning

The Exmoor White Horse proposal has been approved with conditions. There
has been a recent application for a change of use above the Farmers Den and
a meeting will be arranged.

Mr Hickman queried the building at the ENPA depot as there had been
comments about requisite planning permission. Mr Pugsley advised ENPA
were very strict on obtaining permission and it was noted that all relevant
permissions had been granted in the last applications by the park and
reviewed by the PC. Where general comment is made by parishioners then it
is important to set the record straight with reference to the portal.

item 12: Public Forum

None present

The meeting closed at 21.12 pm.
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